State of New Mexico
County of Grant

R-02-28

Declaration of Local Agricultural Emergency

WHEREAS, it is the fundamental purpose and responsibility of government to protect
the health and welfare of its citizens including the right to life, liberty and property,
safety, and pursuit of happiness; and

WHEREAS, economic survival of agriculture and rural communities is vitally important
to the general health and welfare of New Mexico citizens and the preservation of our
domestic production is a National Security Issue; and

WHEREAS, the present economic distress in rural New Mexico is a direct consequence
of a severe and increasing disparity between agricultural prices and other commodities
which has largely destroyed the purchasing power of farmers, has broken down the
orderly exchange of commodities, and has seriously impaired the agricultural assets
supporting the local and state credit structure and tax base. It is hereby declared that the
economic viability of agriculture is a priority public interest at the local and state level,
and these circumstances provide compelling justification for this declaration of a local
agricultural emergency statewide; and

WHEREAS, this disparity has destroyed the purchasing power of farmers, severely
depressed the economies of rural counties and communities, reduced the population
through migration of young people to urban centers, eroded the resulting local tax base,
degraded the local school and hospital districts, and placed in peril the ability of local
governments to provide necessary services and other responsibilities including, but not
limited to, the Clean Water Act, the Safe Drinking Water Act, the Resource Conservation
& Recovery Act, the Clean Air Act, the Endangered Species Act and other unfunded
mandates; and

WHEREAS, the county commissioners find that the cumulative negative effects on
agricultural producers and rural communities is a direct result of the Executive Branch of
the Federal Government’s failure: to execute constitutional powers pertaining to
agricultural transactions; to uphold and enforce domestic anti-trust laws against corporate
monopoly concentrations in agriculture; to stabilize foreign currency in relation to
domestic currency in order to provide a level playing field in global trade; to negotiate
foreign trade agreements for the benefit of agriculture, labor and industry; to provide
compensation for trade restrictions arising from foreign policy initiatives.

WHEREAS, the persistent failure of the Executive branch of the Federal government to
exercise such statutory obligations and the chronic failure of Congress to provide



adequate oversight and intervention, establishes compelling justification for the following
directives. ' y

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Grant County Commission to:

1. Urgently request the Attorney General to investigate the transparent failure by the
Executive Branch of the Federal government regarding compliance with existing
laws, to wit: 7 USC Section 292, 7 USC Sections 601 and 602, 7 USC Section
1301, 7 USC Section 1303, 7 USC Section 2266a, 7 USC Section 5671, 19 USC
Section 1351, 31 USC Section 5301, and the 5" and 14" Amendments to the
United States Constitution.

2. Urgently request the Governor to provide all necessary information through State
Cabinet Agencies to the Attorney General regarding the social and economic
consequences and costs of the failure to implement existing Federal Agricultural
Policy.

3. Urgently request the Secretary of Agriculture to hold investigative hearings and
make determinations to be forwarded to the offices of the Governor, Attorney
General and Legislative Interim Committee. Further, to supply requested
historical data and statistics as needed to the appropriate agencies and committees.

4. Urgently request the Legislative Council to provide supplemental investigation
regarding limitations or absence of authority in state statutes regarding intrastate
agricultural policy, monetary policy, trade agreements, foreign commerce, and
foreign policy. To transmit those findings to the Governor, Attorney General and
Interim committee. '

5. Urgently request the New Mexico Legislature to establish a Legislative Interim
Committee to hold hearings in rural areas statewide to document the social and
economic consequences of Federal inaction.

6. Urgently request adequate Legislative appropriation to carry out the foregoing
directives.

BE IT FURTHER DECLARED by the elected officials of the Grant County
Commission, adhering to their Oath of Office, do hereby petition the Governor of the
State of New Mexico, the administrative agencies of the State Executive Branch, the New
Mexico Attorney General, the New Mexico Secretary of Agriculture and the New
Mexico Legislative Council; to complete investigations and file evidentiary studies; and
request the elected members of the New Mexico Legislature, to adequately fund and
complete these studies for delivery to the next regular or special session of the New
Mexico State Legislature.



PRESENTED AND ADOPTED this 22nd day of August, 2002, at a meeting of the
Grant County Commission in Silver City, New Mexico.

Y AT /#JQM{/L/

Manuel Serna, Commissioner

/ //// o

avi onway, Commlssxoner

/ ?enﬂ'l’f)r{es C/ /@ss/l&l/er “

ATTEST:

Approved as to form:

vx///u //J /wﬂﬂ

~Sherry Tq?e‘tt County/: A rney



PROMOTION & MARKETING
APRIL, 2002
Las Cruces, NM

NEW MEXICO CATTLE GROWERS’ ASSOCIATION
DECLARATION OF LOCAL AGRICULTURAL
EMERGENCY RESOLUTION

WHEREAS: It is the fundamental purpose and responsibility of government to
protect the health and welfare of its citizens, including the right to life, liberty and
property, safety, and pursuit of happiness; and:

WHEREAS: The economic survival of agriculture and rural communities is
vitally important to the general health and welfare of New Mexico citizens; and:

WHEREAS: The present economic distress in rural New Mexico is a direct
consequence of a severe and increasing disparity between agricultural prices and
other commodities, which has largely destroyed the purchasing power of farmers,
has broken down the orderly exchange of commodities, and has seriously
impaired the agricultural assets supporting the local and state credit structure and
tax base. It is hereby declared that the economic viability of agriculture is a
priority public interest at the local and state level, and these circumstances
provide compelling justification for this declaration of a local agricultural
emergency in New Mexico; and: ]

WHEREAS: This disparity has destroyed the purchasing power of farmers,
severely depressed the economies of rural counties and communities, reduced the
population through migration of young people to urban centers, eroded the
resulting tax base, degraded the local school and hospital districts, and placed in
peril the ability of local governments to provide necessary services and other
responsibilities including, but not limited to, the Clean Water Act, the Safe
Drinking Water Act, the Resource Conservation & Recovery Act, the Clean Air
Act, the Endangered Species Act and other unfunded mandates; and:

WHEREAS: The New Mexico Cattle Growers Association finds that the
cumulative negative effects on agricultural producers and rural communities is a
direct result of the Executive branch of the federal government’s failure: To
execute constitutional powers pertaining to agricultural transactions; to uphold
and enforce domestic anti-trust laws against corporate monopoly concentrations
in agriculture; to stabilize foreign currency in relation to domestic currency in
order to provide a level playing field in global trade; to negotiate foreign trade
agreements for the benefit of agriculture, labor and industry; to provide
compensation for trade restrictions arising from foreign policy initiatives; and:
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Promotion and Marketing Committee
Las Cruces, NM
April, 2002

WHEREAS: The persistent failure of the Executive branch of the federal
government to exercise such statutory obligations and the chronic failure of
Congress to provide adequate oversight and intervention, establishes compelling
justification for the following requests:

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: that the members of the New Mexico
Cattle Growers Association request:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

that the Attorney General in New Mexico investigate the apparent purposeful
abdication by the Executive branch of the federal government regarding
compliance with existing laws, to wit: 7 USC Section 292, 7 Sections 601 and
602, 7 USC Section 1301, 7 USC _Section 2266a, 7 USC Section 5671, 19
USC section 1351, 31 USC 5301, and the 5" and 14™ Amendments to the
United States Constitution.

that the Governor of New Mexico provide all necessary information through
State Cabinet Agencies to the Attorney General regarding the social and
Economic consequences and costs of the failure to implement existing
Federal Agricultural Policy.

that the New Mexico Secretary of Agriculture hold investigative hearings
and make determinations to be forwarded to the offices of the Governor,
Attorney General and Legislative Interim Committees in New Mexico.
Further, to supply requested historical data and statistics as needed to the
appropriate agencies and committees.

that the New Mexico Legislative Councils provide supplemental investi-
gation regarding limitations or absence of authority in state statutes regarding
intrastate agricultural policy, monetary policy, trade agreements, foreign
commerce, and foreign policy. To transmit those findings to the Governor,
Attorney General and interim Committees of New Mexico.

that the New Mexico Legislature establish Legislative Interim Committees to
hold hearings in rural areas statewide to document the social and economic
consequences of federal inaction. »

that adequéte Legislative appropriations to carry out the foregoing directives.

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NMCGA hereby
~ petitions the Governor of New Mexico, the administrative agencies of the State



Page 3

Promotion and Marketing
Las Cruces, NM

April, 2002

Executive Branch, the New Mexico Attorney General, the New Mexico Secretary
of Agriculture and Legislative Councils; to complete investigations and file evidentiary

studies for delivery to the next regular or special sessions of the New Mexico State
Legislature.

PASSED



Eastern Plains Council of Governments

RESOLUTION 2002 - 1
DECLARATION OF LOCAL AGRICULTURAL EMERGENCY

WHEREAS, the Declaration of Local Agricultural Emergency has been presented and
reviewed by all District IV counties including Curry, DeBaca, Guadalupe, Harding, Quay, Roosevelt
and Union; and '

WHEREAS, the economic survival of agriculture and rural communities is vitally important
to the general health and welfare of the citizens in District IV; and

WHEREAS, the economic distress in rural counties is a consequence in part of increasing
disparity between agricultural prices and other projects which diminishes the purchasing power of
farmers and impairs the agricultural assets supporting the local credit structure and tax base; and

ITIS HEREBY DECLARED that the economic viability of agriculture is a priority public
interest at the local and state level, and these circumstances provide compelling justification for this
declaration of a local agricultural emergency statewide.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Eastern Plains Council of Governments

supports member governments in Curry, DeBaca, Guadalupe, Harding, Quay, Roosevelt and Union
in their support of this declaration of local agricultural emergency.

PRESENTED AND ADOPTED this 13* day of March, 2002 at a meeting of the Eastern
Plains Council of Governments Board of Directors in Tucumecari, New Mexico.

EPCOG4 hairman /¢ Attest
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DECLARATION OF LOCAL AGRICULTURAL EMERGENCY RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, It is the fundamental purpose and responsibility of government to protect the heaith and
welfare of its citizens, Including the right to life, liberty and property, satety, and pursuit of happiness;
and

WHEREAS, the economic surviva ure and rural communitles Is vitally impertant to the
general heclth and welfare of%l\lew Mexico citlzens; and

WHEREAS, the present economic distress in ruralé@' New Mexico s a direct consagquencs of
a gevere and Incraasing disparlty between agriculfural prices and other commoditles, which has
largely destroyed the purchasing power of farmers, has broken dewn the orderly exchange of
commeodities, and has serlously Impalred the agricultural assets supporting the local and state credit
sfructure and tax hase. It Is nereby declared that the economic viability of agriculture is a priority
public Interest at the local and state level, and these clrcumst s provide cornpaling justification
for this declaration of a local agricultural emergency lnﬁ New Mexico; and

WHEREAS, this dispanty has gestroyed the purchasing power of tarmers, severaly depressed the
aconomies of rural countles and ccmmunitles, reduced fhe population through migration of young
people to urban centers, ercded the resulting tax base, degraded the local school and hospital
districts, and placed in perll the ablity of local governments to provide necessary ssrvicas and other
responsiblittiss Inciuding, but not imited to, the Clean Water Act, the Safe Drinking Water Act, the
Resource Conservation & Recovery Act, the Clean Air Act, the Endangered Specles Act and other
unfunded mandates: and

WHEREAS, the Cocilltlon of Arlzona/New Mexico Countles' (Coalitlon) finds that the cumulative
negative effects on agiicultural producers and rural communities is a direct result of the Exacutive
branch of the federal government's tailure: To execute constitutional powers pertaining to
agricuitural transactions; to uphold and enforce domastic antl-trust laws against corporate
monopoly concertrations in agriculture; to stabiliize foreign currency In relafion to domestic currency
In order to provide a level playing field In global frade; to negotlate forelgn trade agreements for the
benefit of agriculture, labor and Industry; 1o provide compensation for frade restrictions Qrising from
foreign policy initlatives.

WHEREAS, the persistent failure of the Executive branch of the federal government o exercise such
statutory obligations and the chronie failure of Congress to provide adeguate oversight and
Intervention, establishes compelling Justification for the following requests;

' The Coalltlon Is comprised of Arlzona Countlss: Apache, Cochise, Glia, Graham, Greenlee, and Navaqjo,
and; New Mexice Countles: Catron, Chaves, Eddy, Harding, Hidalge, Lincoln, Luna, Otero, Slerra. Socoro and
Rlo Arba: and the Towns of Slerta Vista and Banson, Arlzona, along with representation frorn livestock, timbaer,

mining, sportsmen, ouffitter, farming and small bugness industries, os members of ihe Coalitlon of Arlzona/New
Mexico Countles (Coallfion). The popufaticn of the combined membershis sxceeds 593,000.

1

P.O. Box 125 » Glenwood, New Mexico 88039 « (503) 539-2709 = Fax (505) 539-2708
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Colorado Counties, Inc.

1700 Broadway « Suite 1510 «-Denver, Colorado 50290-1301
Phong: 303.861.4076 » Fux: 303.861.2818
DECLARATION OF LOGALAGRIGULTURAL EMERGENCY

A RESOLUTION OF THE _
CCYAGRICULTURE AND RURAL AFFAIRS STEERING COMMITTEE

Issue: That it is the fundamental purpose and responsibility of government to protect the health

and welfare of its citizens including the right to life, liberty and property, safety, and pursuit of
happiness; and the cconomic survival of agriculture and rural communities is vitally important to
the general health and welfare of citizens.

Proposed Policy: That the Attorney General of the United States be-encouraged to investigate
the application of existing laws, to wit: 7 USC Sections 60 1 and 602, 7 USC Section 292, 31
USC Section 5301, 19 USC Section 1351,7 USC Section 1301,7 USC Section 1303,7 USC
Section 22662, 7 USC Section 5671, and the 5th and 14th Amendment to the United: States
Constitution and that we cncourage both Congress and the Administration to properly consider
the value to the Nation of American Agriculture and offer the support that this critical industry
deserves, , SR

Background: The present economic distress in rural communities is a direct consequence of a
severe and increasing disparity between agricultural prices and other comunodities which has
largely destroyed the purchasing power of farmers, has broken down the orderly exchange of

commodities, and has seriously impaired the agricultural assets supporting the lo¢al and state
credit structure and tax base, -

Tl:xis disparity has destroyed the purchasing power of farmers, severcly depressed the economies
of rural counties and communities, reduced the population through migration of young people to
urban centers, eroded the resulting local tax hase, degraded the local schoo] and hospital districts,
and placed in peril the ability of local governments to provide necessary services and other
responsibilities including, but not Jimited to, the Clean Water Act, the Resource Conservation &

Recovery Act, the Clean Air Act, the Safe Drinking Water Act, the Endangered Species Act and
other unfunded mandates; and

The county commissioners find that the federal government has failed to adequately understand,
value and protect this critical industry.

Urban/Rural Fiscal Impact: The economic viability of agriculture is a priority public interest
at the state and local level, and these circumstances provide compelling justification for this
declaration of a local agricultural emergency statewide which 1f not corrected, may lead to a
deepening of the already existing economic degradation of rural America.

*Adopted by the CCI Agriculture, Wildlife and Rural Affairs Steering Committee on February 1, 2002

President James Sullivan, Dauglay » Mesident-elaer Marinomg RATAIAI08, MofTal ¥ dere Toormenan “Tutis - #1 et o
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Coalition Of Ccunties I

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the member counties of the Coailtion:

1. Requestithe Attorneyf General i@New Mexico investigate the apparent
purposeful abdication by the Executiv o1 the federal government regarding compliance
with existing laws, to wit: 7 USC Section 292, 7 Sections 401 and 402, 7 USC Section 1301, 7 USC Section
22664, 7 USC Sectlcn 5671, 19 USC Sectlon 1351, 31 USC 5301, and the 5th and 14th Amendmentsto

the United States Constitution.

2. Requestthe Govemorg OW New Mexico provide all necessary Information through
State Cabinet Agencles to the omeyf General regarding the soclal and economic consedusnces

and costs of the failure 1o implement existing Faderal Agricuttural Palicy,

3. Request'the New Mexico Secretary of Agricuture hold investigative hearings and rmake
determinations to be fo ded to the offices of the Governory, AttomeyrGensral and Legislative
Interim Committees in @ew Mexico. Further, to supply requested histerical data and
statlstics as needed 1o appropriate agencles and committees.

4, Reque;?‘;;e @ ew Mexico Leglsiafive Counclis & provide supplemenfai
investigation regar@iig Trmifafions or absence of authorlty In state statutes regarding intrastate
agricuttural pollcy, monetary policy, ttade agreements, toreign commerce, and forelgn policy, To
transmit those findings to the Govemecrd, Attorneys Gensral and interim Committees o@]
Nsw Mexico.

6. Request ThemNaw Mexico Legisiatureg-establish Legisiative Intarim Committees o
hold hearings In ru atewide to document the soclal and ecanomlic consaquenceas of
federal Inaction.

6. Request adequate Legisiative appropriations to carmry out the foregoing directives,

MCcG
- THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the i & hereby peiltion’the
Govemarg oIS Now Mexico, the administrative cgenclss of the State Executive Branchey

‘the AlzeagsSaBINGW Mexico Attomeyd Genaral, the ew Mexico Secretarigg of

Agrictttursand Leglslative Councils; to compl Vv ations and file evidentiary siudies for delivery
to the next regular or special sessions of the aw Mexico State Legislatureg

Done this 13th day of October, 2001, by @ unanimous vote of the Board of Directors.

@Q—

“Adam Polley, President V

2

P.O. Box 125 « Glenwood, New Mexico 88039 « (505) 539-2709 « Fax (505) 539.2708
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