State of New Mexico
County of Grant

RESOLUTION R-03-03

Resolution Directing the County Treasurer to Retain Fees
for Special Assessment Districts

WHEREAS, the Grant County Treasurer currently collects mill levies for certain Soil
and Water and Watershed Conservation Districts based upon the Districts independently
established rates; and,

WHEREAS, in reference to such districts, New Mexico State Statutes (Annotated 1978),
Section 73-20-19, specify that “the county treasurer shall retain a fee for collections of the
assessment equal to four percent of the assessment collected or the actual cost, whichever is

less”; and,

WHEREAS, it has been brought to the attention of the Grant County Commission that
the county has historically failed to retain this specified percentage;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Grant County Board of
Commissioners hereby directs the Grant County Treasurer to retain the amounts specified under
NMSA (1978) 73-20-19 on all future disbursements made to relevant special assessment

districts.

Approved and adopted on this 13th Day of February, 2003, in an open meeting of the Grant
County Commission.
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Attest: R d%es

Henry Torres, Commissioner



GRANT COUNTY ATTORNEY’S O@CE

TO: HARRY BURGESS, COUNTY MANAGER

FROM: SHERRY TIPPETT, COUNTY ATTORNEY- 27
RE: FEE FOR COLLECTION OF SPECIAL ASSES

DATE: JANUARY 30, 2003

Pursuant to your request, I have read the pertinent sections of Chapter
73 Article 20 of NMSA (1978) (Soil and Water and Watershed Conservation
Districts.

Section 73-20-19 NMSA (1978) (A) states:

The county treasurer shall collect the assessment due the district at the
same time and in the same manner in which he collects the state and county
ad valorem tax. The county treasurer shall retain a fee for collections of
the assessment equal to four percent of the assessment collected or the
actual cost, whichever is less. (Emphasis added).

Because this language is mandatory, and because these are monies
owed the county, it is my opinion that the county should recover assessment
fee as per the statute.

Please let me know if further information would be helpful.

Attachment
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§ 73-20-19. Collection of assessments

A. The county treasurer shall collect the assessment due the district at the same time and
in the same manner in which he collects the state and county ad valorem tax. The county
treasurer shall retain a fee for collections of the assessment equal to four percent of the
assessment collected or the actual cost, whichever is less.

B. Such assessments shall be subject to the same due and delinquency date, discounts,
penalties and interest as are applied to the collection of ad valorem taxes.

HISTORY: 1953 Comp., § 45-5-36, enacted by Laws 1957, ch. 210, § 18.
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