GRANT COUNTY
Resolution No. 2012-06

ARESOLUTION SUPPORTING STATE OF NEW MEXICO LEGISLATION,
“LOCAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ACT”, AMENDING STATE STATUTE
TO INCLUDE FOOD RETAILAS AN ELIGIBLE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
ACTIVITY

WHEREAS, the County of Grant recognizes that many rural communities in
New Mexico lack access to retail food outlets and grocery stores without adequate

refrigeration and financing to provide a variety of fresh foods, and;

WHEREAS, the County of Grant acknowledges that current State Statute does
not recognize the development and improvement of retail food outlets as an eligible
economic development activity and therefore these activities do not qualify for economic

development support, and;

WHEREAS, research has shown that the farther one must travel to reach a
grocery store, the fewer servings of fresh fruits and vegetables they will eat, and the
higher their chances of suffering from diabetes, heart disease, obesity and other diet-

related diseases, and;

WHEREAS, the County of Grant recognizes that diet-related diseases cost New
Mexican taxpayers over $324 million dollars annually in health care expenses and New

Mexico is ranked 49" in the country for food security; and,

WHEREAS, the County of Grant recognizes that developing retail food outlets
that offer healthy food for rural communities provides opportunities for New Mexicans to
improve their nutritional habits, increases food security in rural areas and contributes to

the local and State economy.



NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Grant County Board of
Commissioners supports the “Local Economic Development Act”, amending New
Mexico State Statute to include food retail as an eligible economic development activity

in communities with populations of less than five thousand people.

\/ _
PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED thisl< DAY OF _ Xw\w\f 2012.

GRANT COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Breff Kasten, Chair
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r ell as an important

lab healthy . The Néw Mex;w.Fﬂod Gap Task
Force re-commends that the legm}ature amend state statute to me}ude food retail as an eligible economic
development activity. The amendment would allow existing or new retail food stores in communities with
- populations of less than five thousand peop}' that seji fwd fsr imme consumption, to quahfy for economic
~development support. :

The Need:

The further people have to travel to purchase their food, the farther
- their dollars will travel from their community. In New Mexico,
~ many rural communities lack access to retail food outlets. Those
who have grocery stores, lack adequate refrigeration and fin inancing
 to provide the variety of fresh foods that keep the:r commumty
' shoppmg at home.

: Addmona}iy, many New Mexlcans, parucularly in rural ms, lack
 access to healthy and affordable food outlets. Research has shown
that the farther one must travel to reach a grocery store, the fewer |
servings of fresh fruits and vegetables they will eat, and the, igher
their chances of suffering from dsabetes and heart disease.

Economzc Support:

exxstmg retail stores o to &evelop new ones.
= Can provide resources and ﬁaancmg to. gnall mml
communities food retail

pmduce and healﬂ:y food opnons

The New Mexico Food Gap Task F orce lS a govemnor appomted
- task force of public and private st '

charged with assessing N éw Mémc&ns ablhty to adequately

access affordable and healthy foods and the economic and

- e o sy = Success Model:
and the govemor in November 20(!8 = b Tatum Food Market
: After loosing their local food store, Tatum
_residents (a town of 683) were driving more
| than 20 miles to Hobbs to shop. In -
response, they obtained $150,000 from Lea
- County to fully equip a vacated grocery
store building. They leased the building,
fully equipped, to experienced owners. The
- Tatum Food Market opened in November
2008 :




